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Critical Literacy 
This week we’ll focus on a couple of books about being 
who you are and staying true to yourself. In critical 
literacy this year it will be our goal to delve beyond the 
literal meaning in stories and find the “hidden 
treasures,” or concepts about life; friendship, jealousy, 
courage, etc. We always read lots of books in Room 12, 
and the Critical Literacy selections will be those that 
follow a story arc and have certain concepts about life 
embedded in them. To help and support your child 
with identifying concepts in literature, try asking him/
her to go beyond what happened in a story to 
identifying the concepts in the books you’re reading 
together.
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Dates At-a-Glance 

10/4   Picture make-up day 

10/14 Monster Dash Fun Run       
   and after party 

10/15 Dental Van at school 

10/26 Awards Assembly and      
   crazy socks day 

Book Orders 

Thank you so much for 
your support with Book 
Orders! The 10,000 extra 
points means lots of extra 
books for our class! 
Yippee! 

Homeplay 

Math Book: Week 4 

Math Game: Race to 120 

Spelling Words Week 4 

Inspiration 

“We are all meant to shine as 
children do.” 
~Marianne Williamson
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Book Buddies 
Last Friday was our first weekly ‘Book Buddies’ partner 
reading practice. Room 12 did a wonderful job of being 
mentors and we’re so excited to partner with Ms. 
Paccione’s class! Because we have 22 students* and they 
have 19, three second graders will double up with  each 
other to be “Buddies” with one Kinder student, and 
buddies change each week throughout the year. “Variety 
is the spice of life,” as they say. 

(*Elijah moved to another school—we wish him the best!)

In the Garden 
Thank you to parents who have been signing up to 
volunteer in the garden and the science lab—it’s such a 
great help to have you here. Mr. Kardos has been busy 
working with the kids to get ready for fall planting, and 
in case you missed it, we’ve been tending to a few of his 
seedling until they can find their cozy home in the 
garden earth. What a great opportunity for the kids to 
be involved in growing food from the start.

Pumpkin Guess 
With all the pumpkins around, October is such a fun 
time of year to focus on learning about weight. After a 
bit of experiential learning, I love to set up a few 
pumpkins in the room and have the students guess how 
much each one weighs. Then the winner takes home 
the pumpkins in time for Halloween. If you would like 
to donate the pumpkins to our class, please email me. I 
super appreciate it, thank you!

And how is it already October?  ~ Ms. Boyesen
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Award Winners: 

Congrats to our September 
Award Winners, Angelica 
and Tristin! 

Books We Read Last 
Week: 

Ask what surprised or 
inspired your child in 
reading these books: 

• How to be a Wildlife Spy 
(short story in the 
anthology) 

• Owl Moon by Jane Yolen 

• What Do You do with a 
Problem? by Kobi Yamada 

Upcoming Birthdays 

• Nate 10/2 

• Bodhi 10/17 

• Stella 10/27 

• Isabelle 10/30 

Word this Week: 

• grapple
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